The giant zeppelin Hindenburg (LZ-129) was completed early in 1936. It was the first
craft in aviation history built specifically for regular scheduled transatlantic passenger and
mail airship service between Europe, South America and the United States. During 1936
the airship made 10 round trip flights to the United States and 7 to South America carrying
passengers and mail. In 1937 one round trip was made to South America and one last final
fatal trip on May 6, 1937 to the United States Naval Air Station in Lakehurst, New Jersey.
As the airship was landing at 7:25pm it suddenly burst into flames and within 34 seconds
crashed to the ground. Thirty-six lives were lost including one ground crew man. Sixty-
two passengers and crew survived. 17,609 cards and letters were aboard, approximately
163 were salvaged and 88 are accounted for at this time. This exhibit will show examples of
the mail carrying flights in 1936 to the last mail carrying flight in 1937 as per the following
outline:

A) First Mail Carrying Trip March 23, 1936

B) Propaganda flight Germany Flight March 26-29, 1936

C) Friedrichschafen Round Flight over Switzerland and Bavaria May 4,1936

D) The 10 North America Mail Carrying flights of 1936 commencing May 6,1936 and
ending October 12, 1936

E) The 7 South America Mail Carrying Flights of 1936 commencing March 31,1936 and
ending December 7,1936

F) Round Flight (Colonel Udet) Flight March 11, 1937

G) First South America Mail Carrying Flight of 1937 commencing March 16,1937 and
ending March 26,1937

H) 1937 Germany Flight commencing May 1, 1937 and ending May 3, 1937 with Cologne
Germany drop mail

I) First North America Mail Carrying Flight of 1937 commencing May 3, 1937 and ending
May 6,1937

J) Hindenburg Crash Covers and related mail







